
WE ARE COMBINING the plein 
air experience with walking 
along the French Chemin Saint 
Jacques in the unspoiled region 
of historic Gascony in rural 
southwest France. This is the 
region of The Three Musketeers, 
castles, ancient “bastide” villages 
and far from tourist crowds. 
Here the countryside is lush 
with forests, orchards, vineyards 

and acres of wheat, vegetables, and sunflowers. The landscape and 
its culture offers us a welcoming ease and authenticity, an ideal 
environment to observe as artists and to enjoy as travelers.

We will stay in an 18th century house, originally part of an Armag-
nac producing estate. From there each day we travel along the Via 
Podensis, one of the French pilgrimage routes since the Middle 
Ages to Santiago de Compostela. We’ll visit picturesque villages 
along this Chemin Saint Jacques, some honored with the esteemed 
designation Most Beautiful Village in France. We will stop at a 
Gallo-Roman villa to see its well-preserved mosaics, visit medieval 
abbeys, and two unusual museums. We’ll taste the region with  
visits to local producers who farm and prepare food as Gascons 
have since the Middle Ages. 

Like our program Plein Air 
Asturias, all portable art medi-
ums* and all levels of expertise 
are welcome. Mary will offer 
technical instruction and a 

supportive working environment. Non-artists are welcome. There 
is van support for those who do not want extensive walking and 
for transporting art supplies. For those that would like extended 
walking, Judy and her expert guides from Spanish Steps will be 
available for additional walks and exploration along the Chemin 
Saint Jacques.
*pastel, watercolor, pen and ink, 
pencil, iPads, cameras

2900 Euros per person (based 
on double occupancy) includes 
lodging, all breakfasts, and 
seven multi-course gourmet 
meals including wine, transpor-
tation within Gascony, daily 
guided painting sessions and 
walks. Limited single rooms are 
available, single supplement is 
800 Euros.

Gascony
September 7-14, 2017

Another unique program from Spanish Steps and Mary Padgett Fine Art! 

Plein Air



Day 1 Transfer from the  
Toulouse train station to our 
accommodations in Condom, 
Maison d’ Hôtes de Charme  
Les Bruhasses.

Day 2  Chemin walk and on- 
site plein air in the ancient town 
of La Romieu, founded in 1082 
by two pilgrims returning from 
Rome. The town is known for its 
magnificent Collégiale St. Pierre, a 
14th century cloister with a tower 
that offers stunning views of the 
countryside. Later on we’ll stop 
at the restored medieval Cisterian 
Abbey du Flaran.

Day 3  Chemin walk, plein air 
in Condom along the Baïse River, 
and Armagnac brandy tasting.

Day 4  Chemin walk and plein 
air in Larressingle, the smallest 
fortified village in France. Late day 
visit to a private art collection.

Day 5  Chemin walk and plein 
air in Fourcès, another Most 
Beautiful Village in France, known 
for its unique circular bastide. 

Day 6  Chemin walk and plein 
air in Montréal-du-Gers, desig-
nated a Most Beautiful Village in 
France. This hilltop bastide town 
was founded in 1289. Afterward a 
stop at the excavated 4th century 
Gallo-Roman villa of Séviac to  
see the site’s architecture and  
extraordinary well-preserved  
mosaic floors.   

Day 7  Chemin walk and plein 
air in picturesque Eauze, known 
for France’s oldest and finest  
eau-de-vie, Armagnac.

Day 8  Transfer to Toulouse 
following breakfast.

More Information:
spanishsteps2010@gmail.com
www.spanishsteps.com

marypadgettfineart@gmail.com
www.marypadgett.com

Itinerary 
This intinerary may change due to weather, festivals and spontaneous side 
trips. We’ll be adding more specifics including culinary tastings and producer 
visits as they are confirmed.




