
Mary Padgett Fine Art LLC invites you to Italy for

Artists in Tuscany : 
The Pleasure of Looking
September 23–30, 2017

This trip is for artists, travelers 
who appreciate art, and for 
those wanting an insider’s tour 

experience. This is a unique program! 
We will travel to sites within Tuscany 
that are seldom included in tours and 
that I believe are of special visual 
interest. I have enlisted local experts, 
whom I know, to guide us in Florence 
and through Tuscany’s landscape of 
vineyards, olive groves, and cypress. 
Passionate art historians, experts in 
their field and engaging presenters, will 
show us art and architectural treasures. 
A culinary guide will take us off the 
beaten track to personally introduce 
us to producers of Tuscany’s unique 
food and wine. Inspiring contemporary 
artists and craftspeople will show us 
their techniques and products. With 
my support and expertise, artists in 
the group will have the opportunity to 
capture their experiences with cameras 
or plein air media. Non-artists will have 
time to further explore sites in Tuscany 
with our guides.

3200 Euros* per person, double occupancy. 
Fee includes lodging, meals (all breakfasts, all 
dinners including wine, and three lunches),  
transportation within Tuscany, guides and 
other presenters, most entry fees.

Itinerary **
SATURDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 23 
Transfer from 
Florence to our villa,  
La Casa Gialla.† 

Unpack, unwind, 
relax, and enjoy the 
villa! Prior to dinner 
a guest lecturer will 

bring Tuscany’s history alive for us, setting the 
stage for our coming week’s adventures. (D)‡ 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 24 Today we embark 
on a culinary tour of the region. We’ll meet 
farmers and food artisans, stop in ancient 
villages to sample oil, wine, and other unique 
Tuscan products. (B, L, D)

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 25 To Florence where our 
expert guide will lead us through the newly 
refurbished Museo dell’Opera del Duomo, the 
museum that best displays the golden age of art 
in Florence. We’ll focus on the exquisite work 
of three masters there: Brunelleschi, Ghiberti, 
and Donatello. We’ll then stop in the Bapistery, 
the oldest building in Florence to see the 
magnificent mosaics on the ceiling, walls, and 
floors. (B, D)

“The trip was extraordinary! We were able to experience things the average tourist 
would not have had access to thanks to your wonderful planning….I would 
definitely recommend a Mary Padgett tour.” – Barbara M., CA

“La Casa Gialla was the perfect setting. We can’t say enough about the women with 
whom you organized this tour, who shared their passion and expertise with all of 
us….” – Joan and Paul B., NY

“It was a wonderful week, and I greatly appreciated all the fabulous guides.”  
– Linda T., Spain

“This week exceeded my expectations in EVERY way! Fabulous!” – Kathleen H., NC



TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 26 Today we embark with our guide on the Piero 
della Francesca Trail, an experience that many say is the most rewarding 
art itinerary in Italy. We will see paintings by this 15th c. master first in 
Arezzo, then in the farming village of Monterchi, and on to the artist’s 
birthplace in Sansepolcro. (B, L, D)

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 27 To Florence’s Convent of San Marco where 
we will see the exquisite art of Fra Angelico while our guide offers 
insights into Medici patronage. We’ll cross the street to the Cenacolo di 
Sant’Apollonia to see Andrea del Castagno’s Last Supper, perhaps the 
most unusual version of the event painted during the Renaissance.
Following a lunch break we’ll head into the botteghe of the Oltrarno 
visiting studios of several Florentine artisans, including a unique 
presentation given by a restoration specialist on the secrets of art 
restoration.
Later, at La Casa Gialla, we will enjoy an evening presentation given by a 
contemporary artist. (B, D)

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 28 Free morning at villa, with time for painting, 
sketching, swimming, relaxing. Afternoon excursion to a Chianti Classico 
Consortium tasting room in a beautifully restored ancient monastery. We 
will taste wines produced in that area, noting the differences between the 
various elevations and soil types of that Chianti subzone. Later we’ll stop 
in the village of Radda for touring and shopping. 
Upon our return to La Casa Gialla an Italian chef will teach us how to 
prepare a homemade pasta feast. (B, L, D)

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 29 Today we visit Siena, Florence’s rival and a World 
Heritage medieval city. We’ll begin with a walking tour through the city’s 
medieval center to Piazza del Campo. We will visit the fascinating city 
archive collection at Museo delle Tavolette di Biccherna, stop to see the 
Duomo’s exquisite black and white pavement and to see the Libreria 
Piccolomini’s frescoes. We finish with the fresco treasures and Etruscan 
collection in Santa Maria della Scala. (B, D) 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 30 Depart for Florence following breakfast. (B)
 
* My Italian costs are in Euros, hence the Euro figure. When you make payment 
please check for the current exchange rate (www.x-rates.com). The rate changes 
daily. FYI, at the time of this writing the dollar to euro rate is $1.06.
Please email marypadgettfineart@gmail.com for payment information and 
registration materials.
Trip participant maximum is 14 based on double occupancy. There are limited single 
rooms available. The single supplement is an additional 900 Euros.
Participants on this tour must be in good physical condition. You must be able 
to walk, without assistance,  a minimum of two miles over uneven terrain like 
cobblestones and to climb stairs that may not have handrails.

**  The itinerary may change as arrangements are 
finalized.

†  Located in Impruneta just outside of Florence in 
the Chianti region, La Casa Gialla is a typical Tuscan 
farmhouse from the 16th century. Its recent renovation 
paid close attention to the historical and aesthetic 
integrity of the large villa and three apartments on the 
property. Each room has a private bathroom. There 
is a swimming pool, laundry, TV SAT, and Internet 
connection.  
You can see photos at www.lacasagiallaedintorni.it

‡  Indicates meals included in program fee.  
All dinners include “il vino, l’antipasto, il primo, il secondo, il contorno, 
il dolce, il caffè e qualche conversazione interessante. Buon appetito!”
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La Casa Gialla


