
 

A special week-long pastel painting course  
(and other portable media) in rural Tuscany, Italy  

with Mary Padgett: 26 September to 3 October 2020 
 

     
 

     
 

For centuries artists have drawn their inspiration from the Tuscan landscape 
and you could find few better places to enjoy your art and improve your skills 
than our beautiful historic watermill, set beside a river in a gentle valley.  
 

 “An enchanting place - I really loved it, endless delightful subjects to paint.”     
“From the moment I stepped into my apartment and saw and heard the river,  

I realised it was going to be very special”  
 

 “We’ve been on many painting holidays, but this was the 
best ever.” 

 

You will stay in stylish bedrooms in elegant buildings around the sunlit 
courtyard. You’ll take leisurely breakfasts and mouth-watering evening meals in 
our new courtyard dining room (and also dine out in nearby restaurants to 
sample traditional dishes and local wines).  The mill’s gardens, secluded 
millstream paths and riverside walks are all yours to enjoy.



 

Your tutor: Mary Padgett 
 

    
 

Mary Padgett is a passionate pastellist from 
Syracuse, New York, USA. She’s also happy to 
teach in other portable media. She is noted for her 
use of colour and for her enthusiasm for painting 
on location. She says: “There is no better way to 
visit Italy than as a plein air artist! We’ll focus on 
observation with all our senses; looking, listening, 
and smelling the unique character of the Tuscan 
landscape to create drawings and paintings from 
the experience.  Our time in Italy will be richer than 
that of most tourists who simply pass through.” Her 

students love her teaching. As one of them says: “Your gentle nudges have 
given us all better way of seeing.”  Another says: “You went out of your way to 
help beginners as well as more advanced artists.” 
 

Mary will work in soft pastel, but is also skilled in oils and acrylics and is happy 
to help those who would like to paint in those mediums too. She says: “My role 
is to create a supportive working environment, encouraging creative 
exploration, and furthering each participant's evolution as an artist.” 
 
 

Everything is included in the cost of your holiday at the watermill: tuition, 
accommodation, pre-dinner aperitifs, all meals and wines (including outings to 
charming local restaurants) and all local transportation.  
You get to Pisa, Italy, we do the rest! 
 

Preliminary details of our 2020 sun-filled, inspiring painting holidays are 
on our website at https://watermill.net/.  (Or just type ‘watermill.net’ into 
your search engine, then click on 2020 Courses Preview.) 
 
 

Mary’s 2020 course at 2019 prices 
 

If you book now you can enjoy this inspiring 2020 painting 
holiday at 2019 prices. To enquire about prices and 
availability and/or to reserve your place, please Email us at 
info@watermill.net or call (UK no.) +44 20 7193 6246 
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